 “What is community?”  As I moved to Walkersville this summer to begin my ministry in this congregation and area, this has become a very practical question for me, rather than simply a theoretical one.  I am now separated from the community that I have known by a good 400 miles, and the community that surrounds me is one I do not know well.  But does that make it any less my community?


Community is more than geography.  Community is relationships.  It is the web of support that surrounds us, stretches us, and cares for us.  Community is the neighbors we meet as we walk our dogs, the mail carriers and newspaper deliverers who keep us connected to the world, the employees who serve us in stores and restaurants.  The people who we interact with everyday are our community.


The implication of this might surprise us, even as it stares us in the face.   Not only are our neighbors our community, but so are we their community.  We are their care and support in this world.  We are the people who can regularly put a smile on their face, or conversely can darken their day.


One of the things that Jesus did for us in the course of his life on earth was to model for us a way of being in community.  He accepted everyone.  He reached out in love to all the people he met, whether they were officials in the synagogue, beggars on the street, or fishermen with their nets.  Jesus earned the title of Christ by being a blessing to all the people around him, whether that meant challenging tax collectors to turn from selfish ways or healing the blind or lame.  People flocked to Jesus because he made their lives better.  The community that Jesus built in this way continues in the church today.


In the Church of the Brethren we believe in continuing Jesus’ work today.  We feel that is the best way to respond to the blessing we have been given.  As such, we hope that we can be a blessing to you, to build good community among us all, following in Jesus’s way.  We hope that you will come join us in this, whether it be through the Community Festival scheduled for September 9, joining us for worship on Sunday at 9:30am, coming to celebrate Christmas with us in December, or by bringing your own suggestions as to how we can be a blessing to this community.


I hope that you will feel free to introduce yourselves to me at any time.  I can regularly be found in the church office from 8-12 on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, as well as Tuesday evenings and Wednesday afternoons.  Or perhaps we might meet walking around the neighborhood, or wherever our community comes together.  Regardless, I pray that I will be a blessing to you, and that Christ’s work will continue among us, as our community grows in goodness and strength.  Amen.

-Pastor Daniel

